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             NEWSLETTER SPRING 2010
       Keeping you up to date with all that’s happening with the ABC Link.
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A Prayer for the Democratic Republic of Congo
O God, loving parent of all, comfort your children displaced, wounded or orphaned by conflict in Congo; and give the people of that country courage to seek enduring peace with justice and freedom, that their children might grow up without fear; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Adapted by Canon Ian Tarrant from a prayer in the 1998 Congo Swahili Prayer Book, written after the 1996-97 war.
Aru and Boga remain two very different Dioceses with different needs and priorities. Boga is the longest established Diocese, being the first Anglican Communion in D. R. Congo. Aru Diocese, originally an Archdeaconry of Boga, was established in 2005. Boga continues in its struggle against armed groups that destroy lives and infrastructure. Aru, a peaceful area, is building for the future – health centres, schools, assisting the disabled, positively thinking about the environment.

In February 2010 Archbishop Isingoma said goodbye to Boga and stood down as Bishop. He will now be based in Kinshasa.
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The College of Bishops met in April in Bunia (Boga Diocese). They were blessed in their deliberations about the Province of Congo and they also elected the new Bishop of Boga, Rev William Bahemuka who is Director General of the Anglican College in Mahagi (Aru Diocese). . 
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 In Boga and the surrounding villages evidence of the destruction by armed groups is clearly to be seen. Displaced people are given safe haven as they move to safer areas. Health Centres and schools have been destroyed. Amongst all this the Christians remain strong in their faith and continue to have joy in the Lord. They are strengthened by the presence of visitors. It reminds them that we are one church family and that they are not forgotten. Some village Health Centres have been gutted by the armed rebels and are now used to provide education for the displaced children in the area.

        Pieces of wood serve as seats, exercise books rest 

       on the floor
A Village  President of the Mother’s Union. The Mother’s Union works tirelessly to support local women .
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In February Aru Diocese held its Synod in Kumuru Archdeaconry. Clergy who attended travelled vast distances, for some it was a three day journey on foot or by bicycle.
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 Greetings and news about the Link with Chester  

given by the Chairman of the Link.

Bishop Ande and his wife Maturu (President of Aru Mother’s Union)  attend a fund raising

 jamboree for the new Diocesan offices.


In Aru work continues on the Primary School and a new Nursery is being built. There are plans for a Nursing School to be established.
The Mother’s Union Choir on Christmas day
Building relationships with the people of Aru and Boga continues as various folk spend time with them.

Visitors bless the Christians by their presence and are equally blessed by being with them and experiencing their vibrant faith and way of life.
A visit by some young people is planned for August. They will attend the Youth conference in Aru.

A visit is also planned in November for people interested in the Link and the developing relationship with the people of Aru and Boga.


For further information please contact one of the committee:

Mrs Gill Brown (Chair) arubogacongo@hotmail.co.uk (Upton, Wirral)
Dr John Owens (Deputy Chair) jowens44@btinternet.com (Disley)
Mr David Ackroyd davidackroyd@uwclub.net (Mellor)
Mr David Bell david.bell@chester.anglican.org  (Children’s Ministry)
Dr Reg Bolton not available at present
Ms Cat Derrick catderrick@googlemail.com (Upton Wirral Youth Co-ordinator for Link)
Mr Chris Drake chris.drake@hotmail.co.uk (Upton Wirral)
Bishop John Hayden askofujohn@yahoo.com (Diocese)
Rev. Ralph Kemp Ralph.kemp@googlemail.com (Chester)

Mr Mark Montgomery mark.montgomery@chester.anglican.org (Youth Officer)
 STOP PRESS  A new web site dedicated to the late Rev. Dr. Pat Nickson O.B.E., who had the vision for the Diocese Link, can be located on: http//www.diamonds-in-the-darkness.co.uk    






Financial Donations to Aru and Boga Diocese


The Link Committee has agreed arrangements for sending donations through the Congo Church Association (CCA). Their web address is �HYPERLINK "http://www.congochurchassn.org.uk"�www.congochurchassn.org.uk� Money can be sent to them direct or through the Director of Finance at the Diocese of Chester. It should be made clear whether the money is to be divided equally between the 2 dioceses or, if not, to whom it should be sent. If it is for a particular purpose this should be made clear. CCA is a registered charity and can reclaim Gift Aid on any personal donations if this has not already been done by the local church. Please consult a member of the committee if you are unsure what to do.





Pray for: 


Bishop Ande (Aru) and his team.


 Rev. William Bahemuka, Bishop Elect, Boga to be enthroned in August and Diocese staff


Spiritual growth and discipleship of the Christians especially in rural areas and for affordable  bibles  


Youth work and outreach


Infrastructure especially buildings and new projects


Mother’s Union














The Mother’s Union 











